
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

LakewoodAlive Inc. 
 
  
Your Project Title: Front Porch Concert Series 

Your Project Summary: Through collaborative efforts, LakewoodAlive orchestrates the free, open-to-the-

public Front Porch Concert Series for residents and visitors alike to enjoy live music in historic Downtown 

Lakewood during summertime on the front porch of a community gem: Lakewood Public Library, designed 

by renowned architect Robert A.M. Stern. These weekly, open-air concerts feature music of varying styles 

and attract more attendees each year, supporting and adding vibrancy to Lakewood's economic 

renaissance. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The application meets the funding criteria. There is clear public benefit from the free outdoor 

concert series. The central location on the 'porch' of the public library allows for easy accessibility and 

provides the perfect spot for a community celebration. Partnership choices strengthen the programming 

and show a commitment to embracing the community on a variety of levels. The application would be 

strengthened by providing more specific information on how talent is recruited. I had a question about artists 

fees for the student band(s). Do those fees go to the students directly, or are the funds routed to the school 

music program? 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, I fully support the Front Porch Concert Series because its 100% serving its community, 

providing exposure for musicians and engaging a mixed population/demographic of people in the Lakewood 

community. Affordability and accessibility! I also love that the concerts happen on the front porch of the 

local library... brilliant! What better way to promote the arts AND to bring attention to education? Such a 

great choice to host it there. Organizationally, LakewoodAlive has a fabulous track record and continues to 

set new goals for the reach of the concert series. Wonderful! Great application! Has my full support! 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application demonstrates a strong public benefit through open access programming that is 

integrated with an important location in the community. With a past history of success and growth, this 

project is clearly an integral part of the community already and future plans appear sustainable based on 

organizational capacity. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: These types of events are a great way for neighbors to share their talents with one another. It's 

great to see the attendance growing, it's clear that they are thoughtful about marketing the event. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: It is often difficult for organizations to claim that an entire community is within their targeted 

constituency, but this organization does it well within their proposal. Their focus on community building and 

cohesion is evident throughout the proposal, demonstrating the project's capacity for significant public 

benefit. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

